MALTA OF THE SOUTH SEAS	217
and with the handing over of Indo-China by Vichy to Japan
this percentage has probably increased to 98 per cent. It is
-a matter of common knowledge that we are doing something
' about the matter, but there is some extraordinary secrecy
about it which is far from encouraging-.
Such close secrecy could have two origins. Either one is
afraid that the New Caledonians might object to Australia
taking a hand in helping to defend their colony, or one is
afraid that such co-operation between the two countries 'will
give offence to some third Power. The first reason should
be wiped out. When a householder is expecting to have his
-house burgled, the presence of a policeman patrolling the
street outside is always welcome—even though the house-
holder might have an instinctive dislike of policemen. He
•certainly wouldn't order the policeman away on the grounds
that his presence is a provocation to the burglars.
Military authorities have a reputation for preserving a
grim silence, which although meant to be reassuring often
has the opposite effect. They preserved a grim silence in
France* issuing curt, soldierly communiques, assuring the
people that they had everything well in hand, when actually
everything was very much out of hand. Experience shows
that it pays to take the people into your confidence, and as
far as New Caledonia is concerned both the Australian and
French authorities would have everything to gain by making
it clear that they were co-operating to the greatest extent in
their mutual defence needs. They can count on the whole-
hearted support of their respective populations.
. As far as giving offence to a third Power is concerned,
there are two obvious answers to this. In the first place,
Britain and Free France are allies, so that military co-
operation between Australia and the Free French colony of
New Caledonia is entirely legitimate. In the second place,
there is only one source from which New Caledonia feels
herself threatened, and that is from the same country that
absorbed New Caledonia's sister colony of Indo-China.
Japan is doubtless well informed about the fact of military
co-operation between Australia and New Caledonia, . There

